
Dear Church,  
The outbreak of COVID-19 virus has dominated the news this week. Corporations have sent 
employees home to work. Colleges and universities have canceled classes from a couple of weeks to 
the rest of the spring semester. Public school systems have closed for the next two weeks, or more. 
The NCAA Basketball Tournament is canceled. Airlines are canceling flights and parking planes. 
Grocery store shelves are empty. Our normal way of life is quickly stopping—at least for the next 
several weeks—all because of a highly contagious novel virus to which we have no immunity.  
Congregations across the country are making decisions about worship services and other church 
programs for this weekend. Canceling Sunday worship services is not an easy decision. Generally, in 
times of crisis we gather as church to pray and support one another. That is incredibly important. 
However, we are faced with a situation right now, where gathering could make the COVID-19 virus a 
bigger problem. We know people are infected for several days without realizing they are sick, yet they 
are contagious.  
 
Your congregation may have decided to cancel services this Sunday, but if not, you still have time to 
reconsider. The decision is up to each congregation. Based on what I've learned from colleagues and 
heard reported from the medical community, I recommend canceling church services this weekend.  
From my friend and colleague, Rick Spleth, regional minister of the Christian Church in Indiana, I 
share these thoughts: The cancellation of worship does not necessarily mean that all events in the 
congregation's life should also be suspended. Food pantries that serve the poor may need to 
continue to provide support to our neighbors. Different decisions may need to be made regarding pre-
schools and daycares hosted in our buildings, and other events that bring together smaller groups of 
persons.   But our worship life may unknowingly put some or all us at increased risk.  
In making this recommendation I am persuaded by the words of David Shirey, who serves as Senior 
Minister of Central Christian Church, Lexington, KY. He writes regarding his congregation's decision 
to temporarily suspend their services:  
 
Our rationale for these decisions derives from principles grounded in our faith mandate to love God 
and love our neighbor as ourselves. Simply stated, "In this circumstance, what does love require?"    
 

1. Love requires us to protect the vulnerable.   
This virus puts the elderly and people with compromised health conditions at special risk. Like me, 
our congregation's senior members are motivated by a fervent desire and unwavering commitment to 
worship God together. I and they will make every effort, regardless of the risk or cost, to be present 
for worship, feeling guilty if we do not make such an effort. Canceling corporate worship this Sunday 
and offering a service available for home viewing safeguards our most vulnerable and relieves the 
deeply ingrained impetus to worship weekly.  
 
2. Love calls for us to seek the common good.   
By voluntarily taking a sacrificial action such as canceling corporate worship, we love our neighbors 
by doing our part to take an action that we hope will slow down the spread of the virus, thereby, 
preventing as-yet-healthy persons from contracting the virus or making it easier for unknowingly 
infected persons to spread the virus.  
 

3. Love calls for us to act in solidarity with persons of good will.   
Heeding the Kentucky Governor's request and heeding the best wisdom of public health officials, we 
join a community-, state-, nation- and worldwide coalition of concerted caring whose cooperative 
efforts will the well-being of all people.   
 
4. Love calls for actions that minimize regret.   
If we were to proceed with events or activities that lead to the infection of persons or the unwitting 
spread of the virus, we would regret the decision to proceed with "business as usual" when we could 



have chosen otherwise. Though it is debatable whether faith communities cancelling their services 
this weekend will indeed make a difference for the good, we can proceed with this decision knowing 
we did not choose to disregard or ignore this call for vigilance and caution.   
 

Instead of gathering for worship as normal consider bringing your community together "virtually" 
by using Facebook Live streaming, Zoom, YouTube, or freeconferencecall.com You might also 
point your members to the weekly worship service that is provided by DisciplesNet an on-line 
congregation. Their website is www.disciplesnet.org  
 
If you decide to continue with worship services, encourage the most at-risk people in your 
congregation to stay home. That includes people over 60, people with heart, kidney, or lung disease, 
and those with chronic respiratory conditions.   And continue to practice the safe handling of 
communion and in your coming together minimize contacting and touching others.  
You are encouraged to monitor the information about this virus at the  and the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention .  
 
As my own pastor, Leigh Bond, senior minister of Beargrass Christian Church in Louisville said: "We 
do not do this our of fear, but out of love."  
 
Blessing to you, your congregations and your communities. I pray for the well-being of all.  
 
Peace,  
 
John M. Richardson  
Interim Regional Minister  
 

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.disciplesnet.org%2F&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccfabc9855ac94ca6f85c08d7c77c70c2%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637197209582849783&sdata=Nyl4RST91HV6Rg89Yyx9neKfAPlQ1eHUZwwG%2FrXcIN0%3D&reserved=0

